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a comprehensive survey of how religions understand death dying and the afterlife
drawing on examples from christian jewish hindu buddhist and shamanic
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perspectives considers shared and differing views of death across the world s
major religions including on the nature of death itself the reasons for it the
identity of those who die religious rituals and on how the living should respond to
death places emphasis on the varying concepts of the self or soul uses a thematic
structure to facilitate a broader comparative understanding written in an
accessible style to appeal to an undergraduate audience it fills major gap in
current textbook literature

christianity islam and judaism all feature ideas about heaven hell and afterlife and
these concepts have evolved over time within these religions this work supplies a
detailed and coherent understanding of the broad scope of spiritual thinking in
the last 3 000 years within the abrahamic traditions heaven hell and the afterlife
eternity in judaism christianity and islam provides an all encompassing
examination of historic and contemporary perspectives on afterlife in western
religions in these three volumes judaic christian and muslim scholars join forces
providing an unprecedented review of their individual faith s traditions every
significant issue and major theme is discussed no controversial topic is avoided
from ancient doctrines to modern day outlooks of conservatives progressives and
liberals in all three religions all are analyzed and presented here the framework of
the volumes underscores how the ethics and concepts of eternity in the western
action religions contrast with eastern religions that tend to be characterized as
passive or withdrawal religions in their ethics and their notions of afterlife as
absorption within universal spirit nirvana or nonexistence this work is well suited
for undergraduate and graduate students general readers interested in religion
and professional scholars particularly those in fields corollary to religious study

issues of the environment and its sustainability are linked to those of global
warming climate change and loss of biodiversity this is so because there is a
general consensus in the scientific community that the long term shift or
alteration of temperature and weather patterns both locally and globally are the
result of human activities not the least those of burning of fossil fuels
deforestation agricultural practices land use changes pollution accordingly
guestions of environmental justice arise because of the threat that anthropogenic
climate change pose to our planet this book examines these issues using as its
point of departure environmental justice where environmental justice is
concerned with environmental sustainability and the equitable treatment and
involvement of people of all races cultures incomes and educational levels in the
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development implementation and enforcement of environmental programs laws
rules and policies the book discusses among other things the population and
consumption debate with regard to resource depletion and loss of biodiversity
problems of global policing of environmental pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions by nation states in the context of the tragedy of the commons and
possible solutions to some of these problems from african and native american
philosophies and worldviews

this engaging encyclopedia covers the religions and religious traditions of various
southeast asian countries including brunei burma cambodia indonesia laos
malaysia the philippines thailand and vietnam in this unprecedented profile of
the religions of southeast asia scholars from around the world explore the faiths
spiritual practices and theological dogmas of the region the book contains a
fascinating collection of accurate detailed articles informative sidebars and an
extensive list of reference materials all of which uncover beliefs in that part of the
world discussions of ancient religions combined with a look at contemporary
trends feature topics such as religious fundamentalism secularism and
globalization through 150 alphabetically arranged entries this encyclopedia
investigates the religions and religious traditions of countries such as brunei
burma cambodia indonesia laos malaysia and the philippines among others
written in an accessible style this comprehensive reference looks at a variety of
belief systems including buddhism confucianism tribal practices hinduism
jainism and zoroastrianism a selected general bibliography offers a listing of the
most important print and electronic resources on the topic

traditionally university students have gained access to world religions by reading
primary texts discovering world religions at 24 frames per second takes students
beyond the written page offering an exploration of the same religious traditions
through the study of feature films the many definitions of religion are examined
along with its various components including doctrine myth ethics ritual and
symbol specific religious traditions including hinduism sikhism zoroastrianism
buddhism confucianism daoism popular religion and shinto are examined
biographical sketches of directors whose films tend to focus on a particular
religious tradition are also included such as zhang yimou hayao miyazaki deepa
mehta and akira kurosawa discovering world religions at 24 frames per second is
unique in the area of religion and film studies in that it isn t just a collection of
essays instead it provides the introductory student with the necessary
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background information on the various religions before looking at how their ideas
can be understood not through texts but through the cinematic medium to keep
the conversation fresh most of the films used in the book were made within the
last decade furthermore examples range from popular mainstream fare such as
star wars and the lord of the rings trilogy to lesser known foreign films such as the
wooden man s bride and the great yokai war several films with a cult like
following are also discussed including fight club princess mononoke spirited
away and jacob s ladder this book is also unique in that instead of drawing upon
the judeo christian tradition it draws from eastern traditions

this leading textbook for world religion is designed to help students in their study
and research of the world s religious traditions known and valued for its balanced
approach and its respected board of consulting editors this text addresses ways
to study religion provides broad coverage of diverse religions and offers an
arresting layout with rich illustrations introductory sections on understanding
religion and the religions of antiquity lay the foundation for the study of the
numerous religious traditions highlighted in the volume including indigenous
religions hinduism buddhism jainism judaism christianity islam sikhism and
chinese korean and japanese religions the user friendly content is enhanced by
charts of religious festivals historic timelines updated maps of the world s
religions and a useful glossary both historical overviews and modern perspectives
for each religion are included this third edition has several updates including a
new design a new section on women and religion and a newly revised section on
religions in today s world

understanding the temple in a new light to help you on your journey of
understanding the temple bestselling author alonzo | gaskill has compiled this
collection of temple insights with inspired thoughts on the holy garment ancient
and modern the veil and finding hope in images of the judgment day the
meaning of becoming god s covenant people the role of women in temple
ceremonies this enlightening book will help you see the temple in a new light
and open your heart and mind to its divine messages

the effort of the author is lauded for bringing the conversation of faithful church
administration to the context of churches in south east asia in general and in
particular in indian sub continent church administration marked with integrity
and truthfulness is a withess to christ and this book provides ample examples of
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christ centered leadership in the church dr atola longkumar theological
education consultant i am deeply impressed by the book insights of the local
church administration written by rev dr koningthung ngoru moyon which can be
used as reference book by all pastors and church leaders in their administration
unlike any other secular administration church administration is very complexed
dr ngoru has carefully balanced in his writings i highly recommended this book
for pastors church elders and theological students rev dr jolly rimai director
harvest network ministry south east asia physicians have patients who schedule
of appointments for physical check up likewise pastors or christian ministers have
congregation effective preaching teaching and good administration is equally
important and is a paramount task in the local churches in this book insights of
the local church administration the author rev dr koningthung ngoru moyon has
written for christian ministers and pastors or those who are planning to be at
church ministry moreover the book gathers up the information found in a broad
overview of the pastoral ministry and church administration and funnels it into
practical area of services the book is simple but well organized and excellently
written and would be usable in the everyday experience of pastoral ministry and
administration besides the author provides a comprehensive and good
compilation of materials to enlarge one s ministry concerning local church
administration this book will also be benefited to research students in the field of
christian ministry rev zuankamang daimai pastor manipur baptist center church
imphal mbccci

this collection of essays explores how women from a variety of religious and
cultural communities have contributed to the richly textured pluralistic society of
canada focusing on women s religiosity it examines the ways in which they have
carried and conserved and brought forward and transformed their cultures old
and new in modern canada each essay explores the ways in which the religiosities
of women serve as locations for both the assertion and the refashioning of
individual and communal identity in transcultural contexts three shared
assumptions guide these essays religion plays a dynamic role in the shaping and
reshaping of social cultures women are active participants in their transmission
and their transformation and a focus on women s activities within their religious
traditions often informal and unofficial provides new perspectives on the
intersection of religion gender and transnationalism since the first european
migrations canada has been shaped by immigrant communities as they
negotiated the tension between preserving their religious and cultural traditions
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and embracing the new opportunities in their adopted homeland viewing those
interactions through the lens of women s religiosity the essays in this collection
model an innovative approach and provide new perspectives for students and
researchers of canadian studies religious studies and women s studies

a new and expanded edition of a highly successful textbook on world religions
with a comparative approach which explores how six major religions are lived and
expressed through their customs rituals and everyday practices a new edition of
this major textbook exploring the world s great religions through their customs
rituals and everyday practices by focusing on the lived experience this
comparative study is enriched and broadened with the inclusion of a sixth
religion daoism takes a thematic comparative and practical approach each
chapter explores a series of key themes including birth death ethics and worship
across all six religions at each time broadens students understanding by offering
an impartial discussion of the similarities and differences between each religion
includes an increased range of student friendly features designed to allow
students to engage with each religion and extend their understanding

the concept of religious freedom is the favoured modern human rights concept
with which the modern world hopes to tackle the phenomenon of religious
pluralism as our modern existence in an electronically shrinking globe comes to
be increasingly characterised by this phenomenon to begin with the concept of
religious freedom as embodied in article 18 of the universal declaration of human
rights seems self evident in nature it is the claim of this book however that
although emblematic on the one hand the concept is also problematic on the
other and the implications of the concept of religious freedom are far from self
evident despite the ready acceptance the term receives as embodying a
worthwhile goal this book therefore problematizes the concept along legal
constitutional ethical and theological lines and especially from the perspective of
religious studies so that religious freedom in the world could be enlarged in a way
which promotes human flourishing

the world religions paradigm has been the subject of critique and controversy in
religious studies for many years after world religions provides a rationale for
overhauling the world religions curriculum as well as a roadmap for doing so the
volume offers concise and practical introductions to cutting edge religious
studies method and theory introducing a wide range of pedagogical situations
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and innovative solutions an international team of scholars addresses the
challenges presented in their different departmental institutional and
geographical contexts instructors developing syllabi will find supplementary
reading lists and specific suggestions to help guide their teaching students at all
levels will find the book an invaluable entry point into an area of ongoing
scholarly debate

this is an essential guide to the study of christianity clearly structured to cover all
the major areas of study including chapters on how christianity has been studied
foundations and scripture community and structure religious values theology
and ethics rituals and spirituality aesthetics and the teleological nature of
christianity this is the ideal study aid for those approaching christianity for the
first time with helpful suggestions for further study pointing students towards
material such as primary sources scriptures films and novels and including ideas
for teaching discussion topics and exercises studying christianity is the perfect
companion for the beginning student of christianity

in indigenous and christian perspectives in dialogue allen g jorgenson asks what
christian theologians might learn from indigenous spiritualties and worldviews
jorgenson argues that theology in north america has been captive to colonial
conceits and has lost sight of key resources in a post christendom context the
volume is especially concerned with the loss of a sense of place evident in
theologies written without attention to context using a comparative theology
methodology wherein more than one faith tradition is engaged in dialogical
exploration jorgenson uses insights from indigenous understandings of place to
illumine forgotten or obstructed themes in christianity in this constructive
theological project kairotic places are named as those that are kenotic harmonic
poetic and especially enlightening at the margins where we meet the religious
other

it s obvious that jesus fulfilled prophecies about the promised messiah or so the
gospels make it seem but the real story is more complex and more compelling in
hindsight we can see that jesus had help fulfilling prophecy the gospel writers
skillfully manipulated prophecies carefully lifting them out of context creatively
reinterpreting them even rewriting them to match what jesus would do in
fulfilling them the evangelists also used the prophecies themselves to shape the
very stories that show their fulfillment this book describes in detail how christian
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authors helped jesus fulfill prophecy studies of greek oracles the dead sea scrolls
translations of the hebrew scriptures into greek and aramaic and the writings of
josephus explore the interpretive techniques that paved the way for the new
testament s manipulation of prophecy this book analyzes how the belief that
jesus fulfilled prophecy became an argument to justify a new notion the view that
christians had replaced jews as god s chosen people an aggressive anti judaism is
analyzed in chapters on patristic theologians such as justin martyr and augustine
who embedded it into the argument from prophecy the book concludes with an
ethical argument for whychristians should retire the argument from prophecy

the oxford handbook of sikh studies innovatively combines the ways in which
scholars from fields as diverse as philosophy psychology religious studies literary
studies history sociology anthropology political science and economics have
integrated the study of sikhism within a wide range of critical and postcolonial
perspectives on the nature of religion violence gender ethno nationalism and
revisionist historiography a number of essays within this collection also provide a
more practical dimension written by artists and practitioners of the tradition the
handbook is divided into eight thematic sections that explore different
expressions of sikhism historical literary ideological institutional and artistic
expressions are considered in turn followed by discussion of sikhs in the diaspora
and of caste and gender in the panth each section begins with an essay by a
prominent scholar in the field providing an overview of the topic further essays
provide detail and further treat the fluid multivocal nature of both the sikh past
and the present the handbook concludes with a section considering future
directions in sikh studies

globalization and high speed communication put twenty first century people in
contact with adherents to a wide variety of world religions but usually valuable
knowledge of these other traditions is limited at best on the one hand religious
stereotypes abound hampering a serious exploration of unfamiliar philosophies
and practices on the other hand the popular idea that all religions lead to the
same god or the same moral life fails to account for the distinctive origins and
radically different teachings found across the world s many religions
understanding world religions presents religion as a complex and intriguing
matrix of history philosophy culture beliefs and practices hexham believes that a
certain degree of objectivity and critique is inherent in the study of religion and
he guides readers in responsible ways of carrying this out of particular
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importance is hexham s decision to explore african religions which have
frequently been absent from major religion texts he surveys these in addition to
varieties of hinduism buddhism judaism christianity and islam

divided into five components of teaching interreligious encounters theory design
textual analysis practice and formation this volume guides both new teachers
and seasoned scholars in addressing the sometimes challenging questions raised
by contact between divergent faiths

as a non dogmatic religion paganism is a spiritualty that is variously interpreted in
terms of nature worship this worldliness the valuing of the physical and multiple
understandings of the sacred like most religions pagan spirituality also entertains
the experience of mystical ecstasy as an intense state of psycho spiritual
consciousness that radically diverges from ordinary waking awareness this
volume addresses two fundamental questions namely how do the world s
religions understand the mystical and its pursuit and how and why does
paganism offer something different proverbially the mystical quest is an ultimate
human endeavour the re emergence of pagan thought in contemporary times
challenges the obsolete and unlocks both innovation and available forms of
transpersonal emancipation

this volume explores in a novel and challenging way the emerging norm of the
responsibility to protect r2p initially adopted by the united nations world summit
in 2005 following significant debate throughout the preceding decade this work
seeks to uncover whether this norm and its founding values have resonance and
grounding within diverse cultures and within the experiences of societies that
have directly been torn apart by mass atrocity crimes the contributors to this
collection analyze the responsibility to protect through multiple disciplines
philosophy religion and spirituality anthropology and aesthetics in addition to
international relations and law to explore what light alternative perspectives
outside of political science and international relations shed upon this emerging
norm in each case the disciplinary analysis emanates from the global south and
from scholars located within countries that experienced violent political upheaval
hence they draw upon not only theory but also the first hand experience with
conscience shocking crimes their retrospective and prospective analyses could
and should help shape the future implementation of r2p in accordance with
insights from vastly different contexts offering a cutting edge contribution to

9 Willard G Oxtoby Alan F Segal



Willard G Oxtoby Alan F Segal

thinking in the area this is essential reading for all those with an interest in
humanitarian intervention peace and conflict studies critical security studies and

peacebuilding
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